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2010 

ANNUAL MEETING  
 

Saturday 

January 23, 2010 
 

Location TBA 

2009 

HOLIDAY PARTY  
 

Saturday 

11:30 a.m. 

December 19, 2009 

Ingomar Club 

 

Heritage Action Calendar  
 

All meetings ï City Hall ï 5th & K  
 

City Council 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays ï 6:30 p.m. 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
1st Wednesday ï 4:00 p.m. 
 

Design Review Committee 
2nd & 4th  Wednesdays ï 3:30 p.m. 
 

Planning Commission 
2nd Monday ï 5:30 p.m. 

ROMANO GABRIEL SCULPTURE GARDEN OPEN 

FOR SEPTEMBER ARTS ALIVE! 

The glass doors covering the Romano Gabriel Garden were opened for viewing 
for the September Arts Alive. The sculpture garden sparkled. The depth of pieces 
within the sculpture was much more defined seen without the glass barriers. Peo-
ple were waiting when EHS arrived to open up, and crowds of Arts Alivers came 
all evening to view it and reminisce about its former location and the artist.  The 
late Romano Gabriel had created and assembled the sculpture garden in the front 
yard of his Pine Street home. The California Arts Council designated the Sculp-
ture Garden as an important piece of folk art in 1977.  Through the efforts of vari-
ous individuals and foundations, the sculpture garden was installed in its custom-
built "storefront structure" at 314 Second Street.  The opening dedication was 
April 3, 1982.  The Heritage Society plans to open the glass barriers again at Arts 
Alive in May. Also, a selected piece from the Garden will be traveling to the Oak-
land Museum for an extended stay in an exhibit of folk art. 

The 

Heritage herald  

HISTORIC PLAQUE PROGRAM CONTINUES 
The 2010 Annual Meeting will be held Saturday, January 23.  The descriptive 
bronze plaques will be presented to the Ritz Building at the corner of Third and F 
Streets owned by Daniel and Jayne Ollivier and to the Joseph Russ Building on 
Third Street owned by Globe Properties.  The plaque for the Russ Building will 
commemorate the Humboldt Club, the Redwood Land and Investment Company 
and BelcherïCrane Abstract Title Company.  The committee is also working on a 
plaque that will commemorate the historic Victorian City Hall, now demolished. 
Frances Rapin will reminisce at the Annual Meeting about her experiences as an 
employee of Belcher Abstract, and the membership will vote on the 2010 slate of 
officers.  Mark your calendars for this important meeting and plan to attend. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR EHS BOARD! Call Janet, 444 -3314. 

A steady stream of visitors stopped to admire the 
sculpture garden on a perfect September evening, 
many seeing the unique collection of wooden objects 
for the first time without its protective glass enclosure. 

 



 

Board Members 
 

Executive Committee  

President                       Janet Warren 

Vice President               Charles Petty 

Secretary                Ron Kuhnel 

Treasurer           Mary Ann McCulloch 
 

Board of Directors  

Kay Bradford                     Kay Kaylor               

Muriel Dinsmore       Robert Libershal 

Jean Gladstone             Xandra Manns                       

Mary Glavich               Barbara Maxon    

Helen Hui                      Paul McNally   

Peter Santino 

 
The Board meets the third Thursday each 

month at 5:30 p.m. at the 

Eureka Womanõs Club 

1531 J Street 

 
Committees and Chairs  

Membership                Jean Gladstone  

Preservation       Mary Ann McCulloch 

Events                     Muriel Dinsmore 

Webmaster                   Peter Santino  

Education                     Xandra Manns 

Romano Gabriel             Mary Glavich 

Historic Plaques    K. Kaylor-B. Maxon 

Preservation Awards      Charles Petty 

Green Book                Jean Gladstone 

 
Mission  

The Eureka Heritage Society 

will provide 

leadership, education and advocacy 

that preserves and enhances 

Eurekaõs irreplaceable historic 

structures and neighborhoods 

so as to ensure  

a legacy for future generations. 

 
Heritage Herald Staff  

Kay Bradford 

Kay Kaylor 

Janet Warren 

444-3314 

 

Contact us with your suggestions 

and comments! 

 

Eureka Heritage Society website: 

www.eurekaheritage.org 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 

Janet Warren 

FIRST ISSUE OF ARCHITECTURAL LEGACY 
  

 The Eureka Heritage Society is delighted to publish the first of four arti-
cles by Kathy Dillon, the award-winning journalist who developed and 
produced Restore and Preserve for so many years for the Times Stan-
dard. Kathy has agreed to write four articles for EHS during 2009ï10.  
Each will be included in the Heritage Herald under the title Architectural 
Legacy and will also be available on our website and at outlets around 
town.  Spread the preservation spirit! 
 

As President, I wanted to thank again everyone who gave their time and 
talents to make the Home Tour both a success and an enjoyable, educa-
tional afternoon looking at Eurekaôs architectural heritage. It would not be 
possible to put on the Home Tour without everyoneôs help. Thank you. 
 

Remember to check your address labels for the expiration date of your 
membership. Everyone who joined after October 4, 2009, has joined for 
the 2010 year.  I look forward to seeing all of you at our Holiday Party at 
the Ingomar Club on December 19.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Congratulations, Ashley Hudson! 
 

Ashley Hudson has been selected by College of the Redwoods as the recipient 
of the EHS 2010 scholarship for an advanced student in the Historic Preservation 
& Restoration Technology program.  Ashley, a native of the Chicago area, is in 
her last year in the program.  She spearheaded the formation of the new Historic 
Preservation Club on campus and currently serves as its president. 

Missing Log Home ñ Can You Help Locate It? 
 

Terri Richardson Kellner is trying to locate her grandparentsô home that was 
moved from Douglas City, Trinity County, California, to Eureka about 20 years 
ago. Her grandparents are Lawrence and Carrie Jordan.  It was a large log 
home, built in the early 1900s.  The purchaser ñwas to have taken it apart and 
put it back together.ò  Terriôs family would love to locate this home if possible or 
just to know where it is.  If you have any information about a log home that might 
be this one, please contact Jean Gladstone at 444-2720. 

 
New Historic Preservation Club at CR 

 

The new Historic Preservation Club was formed at CR in September by students 
in the HPRT program.  The club held an Open House at the Annie B. Ryan Field 
School on the day of the Home Tour.  Club members rallied and had a success-
ful yard sale on October 24, its first fund-raiser.  They want to fund travel to New 
Orleans, Louisiana to participate in annual spring break workshops that gather 
students from around the country to work on restoring and greening the Holy 
Cross and Lower 9th Districts in New Orleans.   Historic Green and the Preserva-
tion Trades Network both support and participate in the program. 
 

The club has a blog with photos of their projects on the Internet.  Visit them at: 

www.preserveandrestore.blogspot.com  

http://www.preserveandrestore.blogspot.com
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T      he Eureka Heritage Society hosted an open house 
on Saturday, November 7, 2009, at the Eureka 
Womenôs Club for the current owners of properties 
formerly owned by Caltrans on the route of the now 
abandoned highway bypass of Eureka.  When Cal-
trans sold these properties in a series of three auc-
tions held in the early 1990s, 48 of the properties were 
sold with preservation covenants because they were 
deemed eligible for nomination to the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.  As part of the historic compli-
ance process under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), Caltrans agreed to mitigate any 
potential effects to these properties by placing cove-
nants on the properties covering significant historic 
features of these buildings.  Although Caltrans agreed 
to sell the properties with covenants, they did not want 
the responsibility of administering the covenants after 
the sale.  At the time of the auctions, an advisory com-
mittee consisting of representatives from the City of 
Eureka, the County of Humboldt and other interested 
parties chose the Eureka Heritage Society to adminis-
ter the covenants.  The board of directors of the Heri-
tage Society agreed to accept this responsibility at the 
time and continues to educate the property owners on 
the purpose of the covenants and what they mean to 
these owners as time passes.  
 
Caltrans began purchasing properties along the route 
of the proposed highway through the city in the early 
1970s.  Caltrans became landlords for the 20 years 
until the bypass plans were abandoned in the early 
1990s.  This highway bypass would have been a 
sweeping sunken freeway starting at the north end of 
Eureka at Myrtle Avenue extending down through the 
blocks between 6th Street and 7th Street  and gradually 
turning in a broad sweep through the Simpson-Vance 
house at 9th & G Streets, continuing on to the Wash-
ington and A Street corridor and connecting to Broad-
way and eventually through the Bayshore Mall site.  
Caltrans purchased a significant portion of the proper-
ties along this route but never completed the purchase 
of all properties needed for the bypass, including the 
Bayshore Mall property.  When the mall was built and 
state money starting drying up, it became clear that 
the bypass would never be feasible along this route. 

The original list of 48 properties to be sold with cove-
nants eventually was pared down to 40 parcels that 
the Eureka Heritage Society now has jurisdiction over.  
The covenantôs restrictions vary with each property; 
some include only exterior features, while others also 
include significant interior features of the buildings.  
One example of a covenant covering exterior features 
includes bay windows with all surrounding trim, pilas-
ters, spandrel panels, entablature trim and sill brack-
ets.  An example of interior features that might be pro-
tected include baseboards, plaster brackets at bay 
windows, stairs including banisters, balusters and 
newel posts.  The state historian researched and de-
termined what features contributed to the significance 
of each structure. 
 
The Caltrans preservation covenants are administered 
separately from the Cityôs Historic Preservation Ordi-
nance adopted in 1996.  Any owner of a property in-
cluded on the Cityôs Local Register of Historic Places 
must apply to the Historic Preservation Commission 
for approval of any alteration to the exterior of their 
property.  There is a fee involved payable to the City of 
Eureka.  In contrast, the owners of properties with Cal-
trans covenants administered by the Eureka Heritage 
Society must apply to the Heritage Society if they in-
tend to alter any of the protected features, but there is 
no fee involved.  The hope of the Heritage Society is 
that the property owners will voluntarily honor the 
covenants.  EHS periodically reminds the current prop-
erty owners of the covenants and educates them on 
the significance of their properties and why it is impor-
tant to preserve the significant features of their homes. 
 
A number of owners attended the open house and 
were very receptive to the need for respecting the 
preservation covenants.  The presentation by Chuck 
Petty and Mary Ann McCulloch included a history of 
the highway bypass, discussion of specific covenants, 
a slide show of all properties with covenants and a 
question and answer session.  Refreshments were 
served; a map of the proposed highway bypass was 
on display, as well as numerous informative publica-
tions to help the owners with the sensitive preservation 
of their homes.   

CALTRANS PRESERVATION COVENANTS 
 

By Chuck Petty 


