WINTER 2009 Newsletter of the Eureka Heritage Society
Est. 1973 Eureka, California

© © OBERON GRILL HOSTS ANNUAL MEETING
In this Issue . . . Chef Nicholas Kohl graciously opened the main dining area of his restaurant, the
. A~ e Gril , for the Eureka Heritage S
ZL te IS 'o g 2 n tb ;’ S i f'\l/ dQ?e éroés% r%‘re?brurfchw ersonally served by Chef Kohl and his staff.
i 666 éle Soc members had the opportunity to dine under the original chandelier in the
Pot pourriee e ele rgcgél remodeled 1878 building. After many years functioning in a variety of
Ann_Ua| Me e t 5 njg & uses, most recently the cookds h
Hol i day Par ty|. conee&ee tﬁck to i3 original use as a fine libation and dining establishment by
Me mber ship | nlif awrergRdy and SuFan Kohl . See historic photo on this page.
Speci al Event|smaé€@il.l18nan shared the history of the b
@ @ popular nineteenth-century opera. The Oberon was also the site of the notorious
' =/ 1910 saloon brawl involving author Jack London.

When you visit the Oberon Grill, be sure to check out the original mosaic floor
@ tiles with the name fiOberono inlaid neat
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SUMMER EVENT

Chef Nlcholas Kohl serves meeting attendee. Oberon Bar in its heyday

To be announced
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RESTORE AND PRESERVE?
[ e et et e
The Times-Standard has announced the cancellation of Restore and

i

| Preserve, the monthly feature of the paper for over six years. Con-
ceived and designed by Kathy Dillon, Restore and Preserve provided
| a valuable resource to our community as it struggles to avoid the de-
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Heritage Action Calendar

City Council

rch
1st & 3rd Tuesdays - 6:30 p.m.

struction of Eurekads historic

Kathy has been writing impeccably researched articles about historic
preservation and restoration in our area for the past twenty-five years.
Her features have described the interiors and exteriors of buildings
from all over Humboldt County.

Historic Preservation Commission
1st Wednesday - 4:00 p.m.

—L——-

Design Review Committee

2nd & 4th Wednesdays-3:30 p.m.
The Board of Directors instructed our president, Janet Warren, to
write a letter to the Times-Standard expressing our concerns. We en-
courage you to let the newspaper know your thoughts as well.

Planning Commission
2nd Monday - 5:30 p.m.
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Janet Warren
Executive Committee ‘ ©
President Janet Warren
Vice President Charles Petty The annual meeting in January 2009 marks the beginning of our
Secretary Ron Kuhnel new year. The officers and five board members were elected,
Treasurer Mary Ann McCulloch and our membership year begins again. | am delighted to begin

my second year as EHS president. Muriel Dinsmore, the Events
Chair, and Xandra Manns, the Education Chair, were elected for
a second term. EHS is pleased to welcome three new board

Board of Directors
Kay Bradford Kay Kaylar
Muriel Dinsmore Robert Libershal

Jean Gladstone Xandra MannsMmembers: Kay Bradford, our current editor of the newsletter, is
Mary Glavich Barbara Maxon feturning to the board. Robert Libershal, interested in local his-
Helen Hui Paul McNally tory, @ member of the Humboldt County Historical Society Board,

Peter Santino will work with the education committee. Bob volunteers in the

_ Humboldt Room at the Eureka Main Branch of the Humboldt
The Board meets the third Thursday each coynty Library and would be a good person to talk with about

mézthraésf’g p.n\"n/\./g\trt:g Nes @? syjvey files. Helen Hui, active with the League of Women

1531 J Street Voters, Dean of the American Guild of Organists, and a past
member of the City of Eureka Planning Commission, will work on
Committees and Chairs events.
Membership Jean Gladstone

Preservation Mary Ann McCulloch Membership is vital to the success of any organization. EHS de-

Muriel Dinsmore P€nds on your membership fees to fund our many activities.

Events

Webmaster Peter Santino Members are always welcome at the monthly Board of Directors
Education Xandra Manns meetings. If you have a favorite vintage building, nominate it for
Romano Gabriel Mary Glavich a preservation award. Check out our Web site. Peter Santino is

Historic Plaques K. KayleB. Maxon working hard to keep it interesting and up to date. There is an
Preservation Awards  Charles Petty amazing array of links to heritage and restoration sites. The

Green Book Jean Gladstone 2009 membership form is on page 7 of this newsletter; please fill
it out and rejoin if you havenot
Mission Thank you for your continued support.

The Eureka Heritage Society
will provide ©) %

Ieadhership, educatior(;I am:l advocacy ACTIONS BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
that preserves and enhances
Eurekads irrepl@--ﬁw,- ——— @
structures and neighborhoods | ¢ Copies of Rehab Right compliments of EHS are available in
SO as to ensure the City of Eureka Planning Department, City Hall, Third

a legacy for future generations. Floor, to those interested in restoring vintage houses and

other structures.

Heritage Herald Staff 1 The second annual scholarship of $500 awarded to an ad-
Kay Bradford vanced student in the Historic Preservation and Restoration

J;?Zt}\(,\"’/‘g'r?én Technology program at College of the Redwoods will be
4443314 available this fall for the Spring 2010 semester. With your

continued support, Eureka Heritage Society hopes to make
Contact us with your suggestions this a permanent scholarship. Thank you to all contributors to
and comments! the scholarship fund!

_ _ _ Regulations concerning the impact of cell phone tower place-
Eureka Heritage Society Web site:  ment on historic properties are being reviewed by the EHS
www.eurekaheritage.org Preservation Committee.
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NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK
Is Your Mid -century Home Now Historic?

Did you know that pre-1960 buildings are now eligible for inclusion on the local register? The key timeline is
fifty years, so now those structures built in 1959 are old enough to be considered historic for local, state and
national registry per the National Trust for Historic Preservation guidelines.

Historic preservation is a dynamic process, and while time may wait for no one, historic preservationists must
wait at | east fifty year s, -ive-learkvaitingperond. sTheadditiom of signifi-t h u s
cant buildings built during the Eisenhower years would be an asset to our local register, so consider the ad-
vantages of preserving a living time capsule for future generations to enjoy and understand that era and way

of life.

Your property may have been included in the survey completed by EHS in the 1970s. Consult the January

18 article in the Times-Standard Restore and Preserve by Kathy Dillon; online, on the Times-Standard Web
site, search AEureka Heritage Societyo. For more in
contact a volunteer in the Humboldt Room at the Eureka Main Library.

If your historical property (at least fifty years old) was not included in the survey files, and you would like to
submit the necessary information to have it included in a possible future addendum file, please fill out FORM
B. The completed forms will need to be returned to the Eureka Heritage Society by mail to P. O. Box 1354,
Eureka, CA 95502-1354.

EUREKA SELECTED BEST IN STATE BY EDITORS OF THIS OLD HOUSE ONLINE

This Old House online has a special series on the best places to purchase an older home in all fifty states,
fivhere the historic homes (and li##firming DIY challenges they bring) are rivaled only by the community spirit that
surrounds them. o

TOH online lists our city as the best in California! A photo of homes on Hillsdale Avenue accompanies the
article.

Go to their Web site at thisoldhouse.com , look under the heading Home Improvement Topics , the sub-

topic Specials, and click the |Iink to A50 Best Places to Buy
|l ists places by architectural styl e, community and &
Eureka comes up. Eureka is also listed among the best for Queen Annes, outdoor enthusiasts, art lovers,

and in the Northwest by the editors.

©) ©
| CALL FOR NOMINATIONS i 2009 PRESERVATION AWARDS Il
©) ©

It is that time of year again! In anticipation of Preservation Month in May, the Preservation Awards Commit-
tee is asking for your nominations. All we need is the address and the name of a contact person for each
building and your comments. A nomination form is available on our Web site, but no official form is neces-
sary. Send your suggestions to EHS, P. O. Box 1354, Eureka, CA 95502-1354, by March 18. The Eureka
Heritage Society traditionally recognizes significant preservation within the following categories:

1 Commercial

1 Residential

1 Community (public building)

1 Adaptive Reuse

1 Preservationist (individual)
The nominees can be any building that has not been previously recognized, and rehabilitation and/or preser-
vation efforts are not limited to this past year. All nominations received will be discussed at the March 19
meeting of the Board, and, based on the Preservation
make final selections at the April meeting. The 2009 Preservation Awards will be presented on May 16 at the
Eureka Womenés Club. Pl an on attending this event!!



PRESENTATION OF HISTORIC LANDMARK PLAQUES
Annual Meeting, January 24, 2009
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The Eureka Historic Landmark Program was initiated many years ago
and is currently a collaborative effort of the Eureka Heritage Society,
Eureka Main Street and individual property owners to identify significant

buildings in our historic A0l d Town O @f;‘ bus
OGN i
In 2004, Barbara Maxon and Kay Kaylor of the Eureka Heritage Society :

ognizable, cohesive manner.

L1 [ﬁ
and Charlotte McDonald, Director of Eureka Main Street, reactivated the i
program. They researched fabricators, materials, sizes, pricing and beron Gri”
availability. A permanent bronze plague mounted on the exterior of the 516 Second Street
building, of substantial size that could be seen from the street, and listing
pertinent information about the building was selected as the best format.
Barbara, Kay and Charlotte selected buildings based on their location
and age, contacted the owners, and coordinated the description of each
building to be listed on its plaque with local historians.

OBERON GRILL g

The first seven buildings to receive a plaque were on First and Second
Streets in 2005; the next year seven buildings on Second Street were
added. Two years ago, five buildings on E Street and last year five build-
ings on F Street received the handsome bronze plaques. This year, four
of the five buildings selected are on G Street. The presentation of these

plagues has become the focus of the Annual Meeting. owners Niho|as, Susan and Roy Kohl
with presenter Jean Gladstone

To date, twenty-nine plaques have been given to building owners in Old
Town and Downtown Eureka. We are proud to announce that
twenty-one of these have been installed, including two given just a few
weeks ago to the State Theater and the Oberon Grill. A plaque typically
lists the year the structure was built; its historic name, architectural style,
original owner and builder/architect; historic items of interest; and current
owner at the time of selection.

A brochure courtesy of Eureka Main Street with a map and short descrip-
tion of each building is available free of charge at Many Hands Gallery, F
and Second Streets, so pick one up and enjoy your own walking tour!

Detail on sidelight,
main entry of
Avalon Restaurant & Bar

Lindsay Building
239 G Street
Home of Avalon Restaurant & Bar

Kay Kaylor and Barbara Maxon, co-chairs of the EHS Plaque Program committee,
accepting the award for owner Ann Pierson from presenter Mary Ann McCullogh
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State Theatre > y
412 G Street . Decorative frieze detail
Owner Cherie Arkley, presenter Peter Santino and State Theatre
Arkley Center General Manager Amber Vogel

Masonic Building
517 G Street

Main Entry to Masonic Temple

Presenter Muriel Dinsmore with Tom Georgeson,
on G Street

son of the architect F. T. Georgeson,
who designed both the Masonic Building and
the Humboldt-Standard Building

e e - i \V

Humboldt-Standard Building ‘ ’ & ‘ ! Ray Hillman gave a guided walking tour

537-539 G Street » of this yeards hi st
Ray is shown here at the main entry of

Presenter Barbara Maxon with Charlotte McDonald, ~ Humboldt-Standard Building.
Director of Eureka Main Street, and Kay Kaylor
accepting for owners Alex and Fern Rynecki
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| HOLIDAY PARTY 2008 ENJOYED RECORD ATTENDANCE |
©

A record number of members and their guests braved the misty weather on Satur-
day, December 20, to attend the Herit nnual
Ingomar Club. Pianist Betty Hytken provided seasonal favorites on the baby
grand. The four-member Bayside Theatre Readers gave dramatic readings of
short stories, including a Truman Caifpg
of the Magi, Christmas letters home from British troops in World War |, and child-
hood memories of a favorite Christmas pony. These set the festive holiday mood.

The superb luncheon ended with a wintry confection of rich vanilla ice cream cov-
ered in fresh flaked coconut, garnished with marzipan holly leaf and a star-shaped
shortbread cookie dusted in sugar.

Host Ron Kuhnel and his wife Melanie led tours of the Carson Mansion from parlor
to billiard room to observation cupola. One can never cease to find new and excit- Ingomar Club on day of event
ing details in the home of William and Sarah Carson.

Dolores Terry, Julia Bednar, Greeter Sam
Dinsmore and Georgia Bednar

Tree framed by arched bay of parlor Pianist Betty Hytken Host Ron Kuhnel points out detailing.
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